DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
The Rumanians chased Bela Kun out of Hungary. He failed
to do the one thing which could have given him any hold on the
people — take land from the big landowners and give it to the
landless peasants. Instead, he nationalized all the land. But to
give land to the peasants was a thing not in the hearts of these
men; they were as ruthless as any other tyrants. Hard on his heels
came Admiral Horthy; quickly the old regime reinstated itself in
power; Hungary after a world war was exactly as she had been
before it.
Inevitably, there was a rabid anti-Jewish outbreak. Officers,
with improvised detachments, rampaged the land and hanged
some Jews, and were not always careful to choose the right ones.
That was in 1919. By 1920 anti-Jewish feeling was already
dwindling, by 1921 it was dead, and the Jews were moving to
another period of increasing influence and prosperity. A remark-
able thing, when you think of the want that stalked Hungary, of
the passions that had been aroused.
At first, to dissociate themselves from the Red regime and to
escape the vengeance that seemed likely to follow it, masses of
Jews had themselves baptized: in 1919, 7146; in 1920, 1925; in
1921 only 827, thereafter a very small number annually. The
need for protective colouring was diminishing. The number of
re-conversions, from Christianity to the Mosaic religion, rose
steeply.
Seventeen years later, in 1938, the Jews in Hungary were richer
and more powerfully established than ever before. The memory of
the Bela Kun regime seemed completely to have faded; anti-
Semitism, but for the ominous rumblings from the north-west,
would have been a dead letter. On paper, as always, the pro-
portion of the Jews to the population was very small — about
600,000, or 6,5 per cent of the total, including confessing Jews,
baptized Jews, and half-Jews.
In this matter of the Jews, figures are great prevaricators, for
the actual picture that Hungary presented to the human eye was
a completely different one. It was a picture of Jewish predomin-
ance, in very many walks of life, out of all proportion to their
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